CHAPTER II
THE PASTON LETTERS

THE CANTERBURY Pilgrims were men and
women away from home, meeting and travelling and
talking in public. The Paston Letters show us what
home life was like in those days, and tell us the every-
day affairs of a large and busy family. They are
five centuries old, but as we read them we see that
people then thought and felt almost exactly as we
think and feel to-day, and that families were very
much the same, quarrelling, and making friends,
writing home for new clothes and for more pocket-
money.

The Paston Letters are a large collection from all
kinds of people, named after the Norfolk family
whose life they chiefly concern. They were written
in the reigns of Henry VI, Edward IV, and Richard
III, in the midst of the Wars of the Roses. But,
although they mention the Wars and political troubles
in their letters, they are much more interested in their;
own family affairs. The first thing that Sir John Paston
tells his^mother about the battle of Barnet, where his
brother fought, is that that brother (also called John)
" is^hurt with an arrow in his right arm beneath the
elbow; and I have sent him a surgeon which hath
dressed him, and he telleth me that he trusteth that
he shall be all whole within right short time." Some
time after this, in the same letter, he just mentions
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